South Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Council
c/o The Clerk, 1 Village Way, Farndon, Newark, Notts, NG24 4SX
Tel: 07946 601364 Email: clerk@smicpc.org
To: Planning Inspectorate
17t September 2025

Dear Sirs

Response to the Development Consent Order - Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity
Park

On behalf of the residents of the villages of South Muskham and Little Carlton, we, South
Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Council, submit to you that we object to and do not
support the planned Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park for plans/proposals
affecting this Parish and other areas.

In general, the cumulative effect of this and many similar installations and proposals (and
other large scale nearby projects) will transform and destroy the fabric, ecology and
heritage of this area.

The social and economic effects on the local community are immeasurable and are not
considered as a positive outcome. This is a rural area, not an industrial one that is more able
to cope with such a large scale industrial change.

Questions as to need and positioning of the planned solar arrays along with the reality of
the actual ecological benefits to this area are not addressed well enough in the proposal and
leave many questions and worries unanswered. On top of that, there is the loss of food
producing land in relation to this Country’s self-sufficiency and the effects of Climate
Fluctuation. The proposal does not mention, propose or predict the effects on such a
change in the use of the land regarding soil viability in 40 years time.

Our main concerns that affect us locally are made from an accumulation of knowledge and
experience from people who live in this area and not from "text book/laptop logic”. These
are some, not all of our issues with the proposal.

Flooding:

This Parish is surrounded on 3 sides by water, the 4th side is water from a higher level
flowing down towards these 3 areas. Experience has taught us that from the last major
flood in the area, the infrastructure put in place has served well for the last 50 years with
flood water being kept away from both villages but it is still concerning as flooding incidents
are on the increase and water levels are already higher during the “flooding season”.
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Changes to landscape and other mitigation practices in areas close to this Parish will
fundamentally change the way the current preventative measures work. For example, the
inference that the plans for drainage in between rows of solar panels, will slow down the
run-off of rainwater is questionable especially when water run-off is needed to be achieved
as quickly as possible to avoid meeting the flood water coursing down the River Trent from
higher up the river in other parts of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. The locks at Cromwell,
where the river becomes tidal, is only 3 miles from this Parish and adding to the volume of
water before that point when the river is already high due to water from further up river,
has historically caused flooding. We have no confidence in the suggestions for drainage that
have been submitted.

Construction Traffic, Transport and Roads:

At the southern end of the proposed project in map areas 38 & 39 (which are relevant to
this Parish), it appears that the preferred routes will take the majority of traffic through
South Muskham and Little Carlton - See Map. The two main routes through this Parish
provide access to up to 18 of the 33 access points shown in the plan and no other area in
this plan has such a dependency on routes to the proposed access points.

There will be an unacceptable, increased level of traffic noise experienced by sensitive
receptors in our village (there is a play area adjacent to the B6325, shops and businesses
along the route, and residential properties in close proximity to both the B6325 and A616).

The proposal indicates that there will be a 74% increase in traffic during the construction
phase but no breakdown of numbers affecting our Parish are given, nor for post-
construction work. We cannot make any judgement on missing data. Our own traffic survey
taken in 2019 and 2024 shows that: -

2019 - 42,632 vehicles over a 24 hours, 7 day period, on the A616 through Little Carlton
with 37,117 over 12 hour period 7am to 7pm, with the lowest mean speed 44.4mph, highest
mean speed 57.6mph. Speed limit on road 40mph.

In 2024 this had increased to 44,168, with 38,727 over 12 hour period 7am to 7pm, with the
lowest mean speed 41.7mph, highest mean speed 51.3mph. An increase of 1,536 vehicles
over a week. The decrease in the highest mean speed will be due to the installation of an
interactive speed sign.

These figures do not accord with the view of the developer that the sensitive receptors for
the A616 is low and, therefore, any impact on residents would be minimal. The effect would
be quite the opposite.

On the B6325, there is a speed limit of 30mph through the village and 60mph north of the
village towards the A1l junction. Again, measured traffic ignores these limits. And with extra
abnormal loads and other construction traffic, without any sort of policing, this is going to
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cause great problems for motorists and residents. GNR seem to have not taken any of this
into consideration, apart from getting the speed limits wrong in their proposal.

Furthermore, only one viewpoint of traffic has been taken on the A616 (Document
reference - 6.3.7.11.7 Environmental Statement Figure 7.11.7 Visualisations Viewpoint 7
A616 near Kersall Lodge). This is over 8 miles away from the village of Little Carlton. No
other viewpoints have been taken on this road that would give more accurate figures for
Little Carlton.

The route map shows that a preferred route at the junction of the A616 and the B6325, is to
continue along Trent Lane towards the village of Kelham. This road is well known for
flooding and being closed by the Highways Department with diversions in place. Nowhere
does GNR offer any mitigation for this eventuality. Furthermore, Trent Lane is a narrow two-
way country lane, with a 7.5T weight restriction in place. Abnormal loads and even normal
sized construction traffic is leading to blockages in both directions and again, GNR have not
addressed this point.

In their assessments, GNR have graded the A616 as being low usage and with the ability to
absorb the additional traffic from this proposal. This is not a valid proposition and does not
reflect the high usage we know this road suffers from.

We know that since 2020, traffic volume along the B6325, A616 and Trent Lane has
increased thanks to sat-nav rat runs and diversions. When the Al is closed for whatever
reason, these roads are the diversion route. Without mitigation, these roads will place an
unacceptable deterioration on the quality of life in this Parish. Already the road decay from
the heavier traffic using our roads and the increased vibration damage is apparent as is
ignoring speed limits and safety for locals. The increased traffic will affect the quality of life
in this area and to imply that lorry drivers will adhere to only the approved route is also a
concern.

There is only a pavement on one side of the road along both the B6325 and the A616. Trent
Lane, whilst used by pedestrians, has no pavements. Although not shown as a designated
route, there are no pavements within the residential centres of the villages, where roads are
narrow and in places single track. Recent work on the A1, which saw traffic diverted along
the A616, led to HGVs and other vehicles cutting through the villages and becoming stuck
with no places to turn without structural damage to residents property. Residents are
fearful of the increased traffic this development will bring and are fearful of the risk of
collisions and intimidation large traffic brings.

Other roads off of the preferred route are entirely unsuitable for heavy construction traffic

and again, GNR have failed to address this in their proposal.

Public Footpaths:
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As outlined above, there are only footpaths along the A616 and B6325 on one side of the
road in both cases. There are proposals to add footpaths as shown in both plans 38 and 39
of the Public Rights of Way and Permissive Routes Plan Great North Road Solar and
Biodiversity Park DCO Drawing Number ENO10162-APP-2.4. This Parish Council has no issue
with these proposed routes and connectivity with existing footpaths.

Heritage:

The fields that lie between South Muskham, Little Carlton and Bathley are rich in heritage as
they contain monuments that relate to the extensive history of our communities.

Little Carlton was originally a medieval village and part of the meadow field system, and
there is evidence of two medieval ponds, one of which still holds water and borders one of
the medieval field enclosures. While the areas of Little Carlton used during the Middle
Ages are now only earthworks or buried remains including sunken gulleys, some rectangular
earthworks remain (some of which are believed to be footprints of houses). These fields
have been outlined for mitigation but we have no knowledge of what this means and what
the proposals are. These fields hold vital evidence that relates to the history of our
community and should be sacrosanct and protected from any development. They should
be removed from the masterplan.

Turning this rural area into a semi-industrialised one, will cause immeasurable harm to our
history which dates back to the Domesday Book, and to the future use of the land.

Ecology

A major concern is the use of underground cabling proposed for this project. Nowhere in
the application does GNR address small particle (micro) plastic contamination arising from
the natural deterioration of these cables while underground. With no mention or mitigation,
we cannot accept the proposal as it stands.

We are extremely lucky with the wildlife that we currently have, who call the fields in and
around South Muskham and Little Carlton their home. Even being so close to Newark, the
A1, A616 and East Coast Main Line, the area teems with a diverse mix of birds, animals and
insects. There are currently no proposed compensation measures to deal with loss of
habitat.

The fields planned for mitigation provide ground nesting for Short-eared Owls, Grey
(English) Partridge, Skylarks, Lapwings and other species. We also have Kingfishers — seen
only two weeks ago for the first time in the field marked for construction. The presence of
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the Kingfisher determines that the small watercourses through the fields have fish
inhabitants.

Swans — we regularly have pairs raising their cygnets on the lakes and the stream that pass
through the field that runs along the B6325.

We also have Grey Herons (including a local heronry).

These fields are a vital cog in providing habitat for plants and animals and the biodiversity
helps maintain ecological balance and resilience.

It is directly contradictory to the strategy and priorities of the Draft Nottinghamshire Local
Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRSS) taking forward the Environment Act 2021. Nowhere with
the documentation can we find any reference to this important local strategy.

Site Selection:

The fields proposed as part of the development around South Muskham and Little Carlton
on maps 38 &39, are graded 3(a), best most versatile land. The proposal is for these areas
within the order limits to be “Compulsory acquisition of all rights and interests in this land”.
Areas of poorer quality land have been untouched. Furthermore, the areas within the order
limits, are designated as “Works number 3” and a works description of “mitigation”.
Nowhere in the proposal can we find exactly what is meant by “mitigation” and as such, we
object to this proposal as there is not enough information for us to consider.

We would also point out that these fields are vital in providing habitat to ground nesting
birds and that will be completely destroyed or severely altered.

Visitor Centre:

In the original proposals, there were plans to place an unmanned, ungated, car park area
along with picnic tables as well as interpretive boards describing the nature of the Solar Park
and thereby designating the area as a “Visitor Centre” This Parish Council and our
Parishioners are totally against the existence of this anywhere in our Parish in its entirety.
The reasons for this are simply having had the experience over many years teaching us that
an un-policed, unlocked area in the countryside, will attract anti-social behaviour, fly tipping
and general uncollected rubbish, unauthorised traveller camps, access issues to other areas,
loss of agricultural use of land and a negative cumulative impact of the area. Furthermore,
there are no other amenities in the vicinity that would get anywhere near being of use to
this fantasy.

In consultation with Mark Noone of GNR, we were given verbal assurances that this facility
would be removed and we are relieved to see that it does not appear on the proposal
however, with the lack of definition of “mitigation’ for this area (field reference 38.1 on
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Drawing number EN10162-APP-2.9) our fear is that a visitor centre is hidden under the
umbrella of “mitigation”. Without clarification, we cannot support this and we will strongly
oppose any “visitor centre”.

Visual Impact:

Mitigation proposals for aesthetics and views. The proposals for planting screens to “hide”
the solar panels from view are inadequate in the sense that more mature and established
plants are needed than those proposed.

Any positive changes to the proposal, especially those mentioned above, would be welcome
however we reserve our further judgement and maintain our objection to the GNR Solar
and Biodiversity Park.

Local Policy

The solar farm proposals contravenes the key issues and challenges of the Core Strategy set
out in Newark & Sherwood District Council’s commitment to ‘maintaining and enhancing
the District’s attractive and distinctive environment’ along with ‘enabling change to
contribute to a higher quality of life for all residents’. This proposal will not enhance the
quality of life for our residents.

National Planning Policy Framework
Due regard should be given to:

5.1 Section11 (123) NPPF states that ‘planning decisions (need to) safeguard and improve
the environment and ensure safe and healthy living conditions’. Section 124 emphasises the
need to ‘give substantial weight to the value of using brownfield land... for.. identified need’
rather than unspoilt countryside.

5.2 —Section 15 (180) emphasises the need to:

(a) Protect and enhance valued landscapes

(b) Recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside
(d) Minimise impact on biodiversity

Newark & Sherwood Planning Portal

The GNR Solar Park proposal does not meet the criteria specified
on the Newark & Sherwood Planning Portal as follows:

e Overbearing impact

e Road safety

e Effect on the character of the area
e Effect on the trees or the landscape

Clerk: Jayne Saunders, 1 Village Way, Farndon, Newark, NG24 4SX
Tel. 07946 601364 Email: clerk@smlcpc.org
www.smicpc.org



Conclusion

This Parish Council’s view is that effective use of land should be encouraged by focusing
large scale solar farms on previously developed and non agricultural land.

This proposal should not be considered in isolation. The proposals, when factored into all
other applications for solar farms in Newark & Sherwood District (either approved, under
construction, or pending consideration) cause an overbearing cumulative impact on our
rural communities. The cumulative impact, not just in Newark & Sherwood, but in North
Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire, is a significant grounds for objection.

We maintain our strong objection to this proposal.

Yours faithfully

David catanach

David Catanach
Chair
South Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Council
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